September 10, 2009

Dear Parents,


Thank you so much for reading with your son or daughter.  This nightly reinforcement is going to greatly help your child become a more fluent reader.  I thought it would be helpful to let you know what is going on in the Victory Club during reading.  I am asking your child to bring his or her reading book home Monday through Thursday to read the current story we are reading in class.  We generally read one story a week.  If your child reads 3 out of the 4 evenings then he or she will earn 2 bonus dyno-dollars on Friday. I realize that everyone is very busy at night so if you need to take a night off of reading that is fine.  You may also record this story on the “Reading Record Sheet” which is weekly reading homework that classroom teachers ask students to complete.


When you are reading with your son or daughter at home there are various skills you can reinforce at home.  The following are the skills we work on throughout the week:

Monday:  Introduction- I introduce the vocabulary words and the students put the words into sentences. Then the students complete a picture walk and make predictions about the story.  Next I read the story to the students while they visualize the story.  (The students put a picture/movie in their minds)
Tuesday: Strategies – The students play a vocabulary game.  Then they read the story and work on using different strategies to decode unfamiliar words.

Wednesday: Comprehension- The student read a passage and need to fill in the missing vocabulary word (context clues). Then they read the story and have to either summarize the page they have read or answer comprehension questions.
Thursday: Fluency – The students read their vocabulary words quickly and correctly.  Then the students read for one minute to see how many words they can read correctly.

Friday: Skills – The students work in their “Buckle Down” books and complete various reading skills and comprehension lessons.
I hope this helps and please contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Terri Blough

